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SUB J : MAY DAY 1978 IN WARSAW 

1 . ALTHOUGH INCLEMENT WEATHER THREATENED TO PUT A DAMPER ON THE 
ANNUAL MAY DAY FESTIVITIES IN WARSAW, RAIN DID NOT FALL UNTIL 
AFTER THE PARADE, THEREBY PRESERVING THE STREAK OF RAINLESS 

MAY DAY CELEBRATIONS WHICH DATES BACK TO THE EARLY DAYS OF THE 
POLISH PEOPLE S REPUBLIC. 

2. FIRST SECRETARY OF THE POLISH UNITED WORKERS’ PARTY EDWARD 
GIEREK, FLANKED BY POLAND'S OTHER TOP LEADERS, DELIVERED THE 
MAY DAY SPEECH. IT WAS NOTABLY SHORT AND CONSISTED MOSTLY OF 
AN APPEAL TO PRATRIOTISM. GIEREK MADE A PASSING REFERENCE TO 

THE NEUTRON "BOMB" WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF A GENERAL CONDEMNATION 
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OF NEW WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION, BUT DID NOT SPECIFICALLY 
MENTION THE UNITED STATES. SIMILARLY, THE NUMEROUS PLACARDS 
AGAINST THE NEUTRON WEAPON WHICH BOBBED AMONG THE SIGNS PROMOTING 
PEACE, SECURITY, WORKING CLASS SOLIDARITY, AND FRIENDSHIP WITH 
THE USSR DID NOT REFER TO THE UNITED STATES. 

3. NEVERTHELESS, THE ANTI-NEUTRON "BOMB" THEME WAS AMONG THOSE 
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MORE PROMINENTLY FEATURED IN THE PARADE. AT ONE POINT, THE 
ANNOUNCER WHO BROADCAST THE PARADE PICKED UP HIS CUE FROM A 
CONCENTRATED CLUSTER OF ANTI-NEUTRON "BOMB" SIGNS AND SOUNDED 
THE THEME, EMPHASIZED IN THE RECENT POLISH MEDIA CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST THE WEAPON, THAT THE RIGHT TO LIVE IN PEACE IS THE MOST 
IMPORTANT, FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHT. THUS, THE ANNOUNCER SAID, 
"ALL OF WARSAW, ALL OF POLAND, JOIN IN SAYING 'NO' TO THE NEUTRON 
BOMB*" THERE WAS NOT MUCH CROWD REACTION (AS WAS TRUE OF MOST 
OF THE ANNOUNCER'S SLOGANEERING). 

4. ACCORDING TO AN MFA OFFICIAL. PARTICIPATION IN THE PARADE WAS 
HELD TO BETWEEN 250,000 AND 300,000 PEOPLE IN ORDER TO CHOP 

AN HOUR OFF THE TRADITIONAL FOUR-HOUR RUNNING TIME. CONSIDERABLY 
FEWER PEOPLE WATCHED THE PARADE FROM THE SIDELINES. ALTHOUGH 
THE PREVAILING MOOD AMONG THE MARCHERS DID NOT SEEM TO BE DOWN- 
RIGHT GLUM. ONLY THE LEGIONS OF BOY AND GIRL SCOUTS WHO TROOPED 
BY THE REVIEWING STAND AT THE OUTSET OF THE PARADE, AND SCATTERED 
YOUTH GROUPS COMING BY LATER, WERE ABLE TO WHIP UP A SEMBLANCE 
OF ENTHUSIASM. AN ATTEMPT BY THE ANNOUNCER TO GENERATE APPLAUSE 
FOR THE PARTY AND GOVERNMENT LEADRERSHIP AS IT ASCENDED THE 
ROSTRUM FOUND AN ECHO ONLY IN THE REVERBERATION OF THE SOUND 
SYSTEM WHICH TRANSMITTED HIS OWN HANDCLAPS. A CORDON OF POLICE 
STATIONED JUST PAST THE TRIBUNE OF HONOR MADE SURE THAT THOSE 
WHO THOUGHT THEIR DUTY DONE ONCE THEY HAD FILED BY THE NATION'S 
LEADERS GOT BACK INTO THE LINE OF MARCH. 
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5. COMMENT: ON THE WHOLE, MAY DAY 1978 IN WARSAW WAS A ROUTINE 
SHOW. NO SURPRISES WERE ANTICIPATED; NONE TOOK PLACE. THIS 
LATEST "MANIFESTATION OF THE UNITY OF WORKING PEOPLE IN POLAND" 
WENT OFF WITHOUT A HITCH - AND WITHOUT EXCITEMENT. END COMMENT. 
SCHAUFELE 
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